
PALM SUNDAY

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

This week, the center of the church’s year, is one of striking contrasts: Jesus rides into  
Jerusalem surrounded by shouts of glory, only to be left alone to die on the cross,  

abandoned by even his closest friends. Mark’s gospel presents Jesus in his complete  
human vulnerability: agitated, grieved, scared, forsaken. Though we lament Christ’s  

suffering and all human suffering, we also expect God’s salvation: in the wine and bread,  
Jesus promises that his death will mark a new covenant with all people. We enter this  

holy week thirsty for the completion of God’s astonishing work.



GATHERING

Leader: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
All: Hosanna in the highest.

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: Matthew 21:1-11 
The gospel is announced.

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

1When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus 
sent two disciples, 2saying to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a 
donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, just 
say this, 'The Lord needs them.' And he will send them immediately." 4This took place to fulfill what had 
been spoken through the prophet, saying,  5"Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, 
humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey."

6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the donkey and the colt, 
and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, 
and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that went ahead of him 
and that followed were shouting, "Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the 
name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!" 10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in 
turmoil, asking, "Who is this?" 11The crowds were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in 
Galilee."

The gospel concludes:

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The assistant minister leads the prayer of the day.

Let us pray. 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take on our 
nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will 
and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.
Amen.



THE PROCESSION
The assembly follows the ministers into the church while singing the processional song, All Glory Laud 
and Honor (ELW 344)



WORD

THE READING OF THE PASSION
The reading of Passion is done by volunteers.
There are a few parts where everyone is invited to join in.  
The line just preceding your participation is indicated below.

Narrator: They shouted back, 
All: Crucify him! The reading continues 

Narrator: But they shouted all the more, 
All: Crucify him! The reading continues 

Narrator: And after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. And they began saluting 
him, 
All: Hail, King of the Jews! 

HOMILY
The assembly is seated. Silence for reflection follows the homily.



HYMN OF THE DAY: O Sacred Head, Now Wounded (ELW 351)
The assembly stands for the gathering song.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The assisting minister leads the intercessory prayers.

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-being of creation, 
and a world in need.

A brief silence.

Blessed One, today the church sings glad hosannas as we enter Holy Week. Prepare us to bear witness to 
Christ’s suffering and death endured for our sake. Gather your people around the cross and comfort us 
with resurrection hope. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Renew your good creation and protect the balance of life on earth. Encourage the work of foresters, 
scientists, arborists, gardeners, and river keepers. We pray for the health of pollinating insects, 
songbirds, and native plants. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Establish peace and justice among the nations (regions in conflict may be named). Hold to account any 
with authority to judge others. Grant that courts, legislatures, and local governments will serve with 
integrity and compassion. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Bring hope to any who feel forsaken or forgotten. Make a way for refugees and asylum seekers. Reunite 
families enduring separation. We pray for any who are incarcerated, institutionalized, or in foster care, 
that they may know your love. 

Be especially with all those we name now: (Tim R.).and all our family members and friends; Give them 
comfort, reconciliation, and hope. Be their help and their shield. Calm all who are facing illness, 
surgery, or a new diagnosis. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Give energy and joy to our pastor/s, deacons, worship leaders, and musicians. Bless baptismal 
candidates, their sponsors, confirmands, and teachers (individuals preparing for baptism and 
confirmation may be named). Watch over those who travel. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our very 
lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our 
Savior and Lord. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Blessed One, our times are in your hand. Sustain us in discipleship throughout our lives and receive us 
into everlasting life. (We give thanks for the courage of Oscar Arnulfo Romero, bishop and martyr, 
whom we commemorate today. ) Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION CONCLUSION
The presiding minister concludes the intercessory prayers.

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abundant mercy; through 
Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

MEAL

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
The presiding minister continues.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
whose suffering and death gave salvation to all. 
You gather your people around the tree of the cross, 
transforming death into life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn



SANCTUS

Holy, Holy, Holy is sung.



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
The presiding minister continues, using one of the following or another appropriate form.

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness
to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.
Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

(continued on next page.)



Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.
Send us forth,
burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.

With [ name/s and ] your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God,
blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
The presiding minister introduces the Lord’s Prayer.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words.

Taste and see that the Lord is good.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
At this time, the assembly may commune receiving the bread.



AGNUS DEI
Lamb of God is sung.



TABLE BLESSING
The assembly stands as they are able.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (ELW p. 146)
The assisting minister leads the following prayer after communion.

Let us pray.

Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we have feasted on your grace. 
May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be your holy people, revealing your glory made known to 
us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENDING

DISMISSAL
The assisting minister may send the assembly into mission.

Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you. Amen.
.
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