
Fourth Sunday of Easter

The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It is the relationship 
between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love, that gives the shepherd 
authority. The shepherd’s willingness to lay down his life for the sheep shows his love. First John 
illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one another by the example of sharing our wealth 
with any sibling in need.



HOLY BAPTISM
PRESENTING

BENTLEY MICHAEL CARROLL &
JOHANNAH-LYNN FAITH CARROLL

PRESENTATION (ELW PAGE 227)

Candidates for baptism, sponsors, and parents gather with the ministers at the font. The assembly is 
seated.

The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words:

In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining us to the death and 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; by water and the Holy 
Spirit we are reborn children of God and made members of the church, the body of Christ. Living with 
Christ and in the communion of saints, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God.

Sponsors for each candidate present the child:
We present Bentley Michael and Johannah-Lynn Faith for baptism.

The presiding minister addresses parents or others who bring for baptism children who are not able to 
answer for themselves:
Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have your children 
baptized into Christ?
Response:
We do.

The presiding minister continues:
As you bring your children to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities:

to live with them among God's faithful people,
bring them to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach them the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,
place in them hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture them in faith and prayer,
so that your children may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.

Do you promise to help Bentley and Johannah-Lynn grow in the Christian faith and life?
Response:
We do.



The presiding minister addresses sponsors:
Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Bentley and Johannah-Lynn in the Christian faith as you are 
empowered by God's Spirit, and to help them live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the 
church?
Response:
I do.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly:
People of God, do you promise to support Bentley and Johannah-Lynn and pray for them in their new 
life in Christ?

The assembly responds.
We do.

The assembly stands.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

The presiding minister addresses candidates for baptism as well as the parents and sponsors of young 
children. The assembly may join in the responses.

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
Response:
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
Response:
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
Response:
I renounce them.

The presiding minister addresses the candidates and the assembly.
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.



Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

*Or, "he descended into hell," another translation of this text in widespread use.

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT

Water may be poured into the font before or during the thanksgiving. At the font, the presiding minister 
begins the thanksgiving:
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word 
you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you 
delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into 
freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism 
of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in 
you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the waters of 
baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

The assembly may be seated.



BAPTISM

The presiding minister baptizes each candidate. The candidate is immersed into the water, or water is 
poured on the candidate's head, as the presiding minister says:
Bentley and Johannah-Lynn, I baptize you in the name of the Father,*

The candidate is immersed or water is poured on the candidate's head a second time:
and of the Son,

The candidate is immersed or water is poured on the candidate's head a third time:
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

After the baptism, the assembly responds 
Blessed be God, the source of all life,
the word of salvation,
the spirit of mercy.

Clothed with Christ in baptism, the newly baptized may receive a baptismal garment.
The presiding minister continues:
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and sons 
new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life.

Laying both hands on the head of each of the newly baptized, the minister prays for each:
Sustain Bentley and Johannah-Lynn with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit 
of joy in your presence, both now and forever.
Amen.

The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of each of the baptized. Oil prepared 
for this purpose may be used. As the sign of the cross is made, the minister says:
Bentley and Johannah-Lynn, children of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked 
with the cross of Christ forever.
Amen.

WELCOME

A lighted candle may be given to each of the newly baptized (to a sponsor of a young child) as assisting 
minister says:

A. Let your light so shine before others
that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven.

The ministers and the baptismal group face the assembly. The assisting minister leads the assembly in 
the welcome.
A. Let us welcome the newly baptized.



We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:
join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all 
the world.

The service continues with the prayers of intercession, or, if baptism has taken place in the gathering 
rite, with the greeting. The assembly stands. The service continues with gathering song.



GATHERING SONG: Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia! (ELW 369)



PRAYER OF THE DAY
The assistant minister leads the prayer of the day.
Let us pray. 

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. Feed us, and 
we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD

FIRST READING: Acts 4:5-12
The reading may be announced: 

A reading from Acts.

5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high 
priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When they had 
made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do 
this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are 
questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has 
been healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before 
you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised 
from the dead. 11This Jesus is 
 ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;
  it has become the cornerstone.’
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by 
which we must be saved.”

The reading is concluded: 

The word of the Lord.
The assembly responds: 

Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 23
The psalm for the day is spoken in unison.

 1The LORD | is my shepherd;
  I shall not | be in want.
 2The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures
  and leads me be- | side still waters.
 3You restore my | soul, O LORD,
  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake.
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil;
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,
  and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever. R

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 151)
The assembly stands as they are able to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL: John 10:11-18
The gospel is announced.

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12The 
hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the 
sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The hired hand runs away 
because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own 
know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I 
have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. 
So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my 
life in order to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have 
power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my 
Father.”



The gospel concludes:

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
The assembly is seated. Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The assisting minister leads the intercessory prayers.

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the world, and 
all those in need of good news.

A brief silence.

Shepherding God, gather your church whenever we wander from you and one another. Empower our 
church in ministries around the world to worship and serve alongside global companions as equal 
partners and coworkers in the gospel. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Nurturing God, preserve the health of biomes and ecosystems. Inspire scientists, researchers, 
conservation organizations, and all people entrusted with the task of caring for creation, that we may be 
better stewards of the world around us. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Almighty God, lead nations and communities to share resources, cooperate in solving conflicts, and 
listen to the wisdom of Indigenous peoples. Help all those with power to share it and to use such power 
for good. God of grace, hear our prayer.
Loving God, protect the very young and the very old, those living without housing, victims of domestic 
abuse, and all who live with chronic illness or compromised immune systems. Guide communities to 
actively care for people who are vulnerable. 

Be especially with all those we name now: Simion (3/24/24), Adelina (3/24/24), Tom (3/24/24), Jerry 
M. (2/25/24), Jacque (1/28/24), Ann P. (1/21/24), Rich G. (1/7/24), Jack (12/10/23), Karl B (7/30/23), 
Kate S. (7/30/23), Pamela (5/28/23),  Cindy (5/28/23), Jay (5/28/23), Lauren (5/28/23), Frieda L. 
(5/17/23), Paul S. (4/16/23), Gary M. (11/14/21), Tim R. (12/18/18), and all our family members and 
friends; Give them comfort, reconciliation, and hope. Be their help and their shield. Calm all who are 
facing illness, surgery, or a new diagnosis. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Gracious God, help this and all communities of faith to listen for your voice. Call us away from things 
that distract us from following you. Invite us to more deeply love and serve people who are lonely, 
isolated, and on the margins. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our very 
lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our 
Savior and Lord. God of grace, hear our prayer.



Living God, we give thanks for our ancestors in faith (including Anselm of Canterbury and all who 
labored to help generations understand the good news of the gospel). Strengthen us to share the good 
news in our own day. God of grace, hear our prayer.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION CONCLUSION

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abundant mercy; through 
Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

MEAL

GREAT THANKSGIVING (ELW p. 152)

DIALOGUE
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE (ELW p. 153)
The presiding minister continues:

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



SANCTUS (ELW p. 153)
“Holy, Holy, Holy” maybe sung.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
The presiding minister continues, using one of the following or another appropriate form.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

(continued on next page).



Remembering, therefore, his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 154)
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words.

Taste and see that the Lord is good.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
At this time, the assembly may commune receiving the bread.



AGNUS DEI (ELW p. 154)
“Lamb of God” may be sung.

TABLE BLESSING
The assembly stands as they are able. The presiding minister offers a blessing.
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
The assisting minister leads the following prayer after communion.

Let us pray.

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, water to 
give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s 
resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.



SENDING

BLESSING
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing.

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.



SENDING SONG: The King of Love My Shepherd Is (ELW 502)



DISMISSAL
The assisting minister may send the assembly into mission.
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you. Amen.

MISSION NOTES

We are so glad that you are here with us for worship, and invite you to consider other ways to deepen 
faith and connect with the Redeemer community and the world around us - to which God calls us in 
loving service!

Holy Baptism

Today we welcome into our Redeemer family, Bentley Michael and Johannah-Lynn Faith. May God 
bless them always and may they be a blessing to all.

Trauma-Responsive & Resilience Informed Care Training
Tuesday, May 21st & Thursday, May 23rd , 9am - 1pm
Redeemer Church, 90 Rt 32 In New Paltz

This training provides foundational knowledge on the effects of toxix stress, trauma, and adversity on 
health and well-being.  Additionally, this training explores the interconnectedness of racism and trauma. 
Understanding that racism is trauma and should be treated as such in any trauma-responsive care 
framework is a key component.

Registration required by 5/15/24.  Take advantage of this free training. Email phoenix at: 
pkawamoto@townofnewpaltz.org

mailto:pkawamoto@townofnewpaltz.org?subject=pkawamoto@townofnewpaltz.org
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