
 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

​
September 13th, 2026 | 9:30 a.m. 

Holy Communion, Setting Three 
 

INTRODUCTION 
In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand 

before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we 
forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the words of 

forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be 
signs of reconciliation in the world.  

 
GATHERING ​

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 138) 
The assembly stands as able.  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins.  
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
​
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 
are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. ​
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
The assembly stands as they are able. Silence is kept for reflection.  
 
Most merciful God,  
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.  
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The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words. 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 
sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 
Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen 
 
The assembly stands as able.  The service continues with a gathering song 
GATHERING SONG:  We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus  (ELW 451) 
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GREETING 
During this time, the presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
A: Let us pray.  
 O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. 
Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in 
doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
The assembly is seated. 
 

WORD 
FIRST READING: Romans 14:1-12 
​
1 Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. 
2 Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3 Those who eat must 
not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who 
eat, for God has welcomed them. 4 Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of another? It is 
before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to 
make them stand. 
  5 Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. 
Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6 Those who observe the day, observe it for 
the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to God, while those 
who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give thanks to God. 
  7 For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we live, we live to 
the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we 
are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both 
the dead and the living. 
  10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your 
brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11 For it is written, 
 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
12 So then, each one of us will be held accountable.  
 
The reading may be concluded: The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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A: We join in reading our Psalm of the day in unison 
 
PSALM:  Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13 
 
[ 1 Bless the LORD, | O my soul, 
  and all that is within me, bless God’s | holy name. 
 2 Bless the LORD, | O my soul, 
  and forget not | all God’s benefits— 
 3 who forgives | all your sins 
  and heals all | your diseases; 
 4 who redeems your life | from the grave 
  and crowns you with steadfast | love and mercy; R 
 5 who satisfies your desires | with good things 
  so that your youth is renewed | like an eagle’s. 
 6 O LORD, you provide | vindication 
  and justice for all who | are oppressed. 
 
 7 You made known your | ways to Moses 
  and your works to the chil- | dren of Israel. 
]  8 LORD, you are full of compas- | sion and mercy, 
  slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love; R 
 9 you will not al- | ways accuse us, 
  nor will you keep your an- | ger forever. 
 10 You have not dealt with us according | to our sins, 
  nor repaid us according to | our iniquities. 
 11 For as the heavens are high a- | bove the earth, 
  so great is your steadfast love for | those who fear you. 
 12 As far as the east is | from the west, 
  so far have you removed our transgres- | sions from us. 
 13 As a father has compassion | for his children, 
  so you have compassion for those who fear | you, O LORD. R  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

pg. 4 



 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (Setting Three)​
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 

 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35 
The presiding minister announces the gospel. 
The holy gospel according to ________. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
21 Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how often 
should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell 
you, seventy-seven times. 
 
  23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to 
settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten 
thousand talents was brought to him, 25 and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him to be 
sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions and payment to be made. 
26 So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay 
you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave 
him the debt. 28 But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who 
owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 
29 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will 
pay you.’ 30 But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the 
debt. 31 When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and 
they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32 Then his lord summoned him 
and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with 
me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And 
in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35 So my 
heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister 
from your heart.”  
 
The gospel concludes: The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 
The assembly is seated.  Silence for reflection follows the sermon.​
A: We stand as we are able, confessing the Christian faith with the words of the Apostle’s 
Creed. 
 
APOSTLE'S CREED (ELW p. 105)​
The assembly stands as they are able. The assistant minister leads the Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth.​
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
A:  The response for our prayer today is: ___________. 
 
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God 
hears us. 
A brief silence. 

Move your church throughout the world away from judging and despising others. Lead us to 
embody the forgiveness you have given us in Jesus. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
 
The endless beauty of your creation reminds us of your mercy. Protect those who care for 
farms and ranches. Guide those who lead us to wonder at your creation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
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Raise up leaders (like John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, whom we remember 
today) to hold all in authority accountable for any misuse of the power entrusted to them. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Calm the fears of all in need with your promises. Compassionately free the lives of any who 
feel bound by their failures. Remember your children in need (  (We pray especially for Tim 
R, Judy, Jack, Mary) 
). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Ground this congregation in the welcome you show us in forgiving our sin. Inspire each of 
us to welcome others for your honor and glory. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Pastor: Here other intercessions may be offered: 
 
With you is found the joy and promise of eternal life. Keep us in that joy as we remember 
(name/s, and) all those who have gone before us. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION CONCLUSION​
Pastor: The presiding minister concludes the intercessory prayers.​
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abundant 
mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

 
MEAL (ELW p.144) 

Great Thanksgiving 
 
DIALOGUE 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.​
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 
The thanksgiving continues with the preface for the day or season: 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
SANCTUS “Holy, Holy, Holy” (Setting Three) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

pg. 8 



 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE (ELW p. 130) 
The presiding minister continues, using one of the following or another appropriate form. 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your 
Son, 
who reached out to heal the sick and 
suffering, 
who preached good news to the poor, 
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to 
all. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering, therefore, his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, 
we await his coming in glory. 
  
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O 
Lord, 
and unite the wills of all who share this 
heavenly food, 
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord; 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 145) 
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION (ELW P. 146) 
Taste and see that the Lord is good.​
The assembly may be seated. The bread may be broken for the communion. 

COMMUNION  
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed 
for you. Amen. 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
AGNUS DEI  “Lamb of God” (Setting Three)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After all have returned to their places, the minister may say these or similar words. 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthens you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister leads the following prayer after communion. 
A: Let us pray. 
Sustaining God, 
with this bread and cup, 
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. 
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, 
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.  Amen 
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SENDING 
BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen​
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 

MISSION NOTES  

We are so glad that you are here with us for worship, and invite you to consider other ways to deepen faith 
and connect with the Redeemer community and the world around us​

 - to which God calls us in loving service! 

Redeemer’s Bible Study (with a shared meal)  
Restarts Thursday, Sept 10th, 5:30pm - 7pm in our SouthEast Classroom | This group 
meets every 2nd & 4th Thursday, and is an open group which means you can drop in at any 
time, no matter the date. Come ready to enjoy a laid back ethos accompanied with a meal of 
soup, bread, and salad, while we study and discuss the gospel lesson for the coming Sunday 
in light of our lives and the current events of the world. To learn more, please contact Pastor 
Tobias at tobias.song@gmail.com. 
 
Brunch Church | October 4th, 9:30 am All are Invited  
We sure do mean “All are welcome,” when we say that here at Redeemer!  Extend warm 
invitations to folks beyond our congregation!: friends, neighbors, family, acquaintances! 
Brunch Church is a joyful way to connect with the Redeemer community through 
conversation, live music and, of course, soul-warming homemade food. We hope to see you 
all in the Community Room for Brunch Church! 
 
Redeemer’s Fall CleanUp | Oct 17th, 9am - Noon, Rain Date: Oct 24th, 9 - Noon 
Join us in caring for God’s good green earth (EarthCare is one of our Focus Areas)!  Bagels 
and coffee will be provided.  If you’re not able to join, but would still like to help, we can 
match you up with a project to complete on a different day! Questions, suggestions? Please 
e-mail Property Lead … or Pastor Tobias at tobias.song@gmail.com. 
 
Gospel/Jazz Worship | Oct 18th, Pre-Worship Concert starts at 9:10 am 
Music lovers, come one, come all! For those looking for an exciting, less-traditional 
worship, join us as we give glory and praise to God through music. Gospel/Jazz Worship 
offers a great multisensory worship opportunity for all ages that invites participants to join 
with the excitement, musicality, and a sense of God’s Divine presence! Plan to arrive by 
9:10 on Sunday, October 18th, for the pre-worship mini-concert featuring Pastor Tobias 
singing, along with jazz pianist William Norman, upright bassist Robert Bard, and talented 
percussionist Vini Miranda that is sure to have you snapping, clapping, and tapping to the 
swing of jazz! This event will also be streamed online for folks who cannot join us in person 
through the link that can be found on the home page of our website: redeemernewpaltz.org. 
Weekly Worship will follow on the same live-stream link. 
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Redeemer Community Meeting | Oct, 18th Immediately Following Worship, Sanctuary 
The Redeemer Community Meeting on Sunday, Oct. 18th, will flow directly out of a 
slightly abbreviated Gospel/Jazz worship service and we plan to be finished up by 11am 
(with a little Connections and Coffee to follow). Celebrations of God’s work through 
Redeemer with an overview of our Mission Statement, Focus Areas and the sharing of some 
of our dreams.   
 
 
Blessing of the Animals | Oct. 27th 
This service is for our four-legged family 
members! Come on out and bring your 
pets to this year’s Blessing of the Animals, 
during regular worship at 9:30am. This is 
a joint worship service with Redeemer, 
New Paltz and St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
churches. Weather permitting, we will 
worship outside at St. Andrew’s.  If it’s 
raining or the ground is too wet we’ll be 
inside at Redeemer. Check for a special 
announcement via the newsletter service 
on that Saturday afternoon the 26th, 
conforming location.  
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SENDING SONG:  Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven (ELW 864) 
The assembly stands, as they are able, to proclaim the word of God in song.  
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DISMISSAL 
A: Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God. 
 
A Generous Response:  
 
Do you want to help Redeemer, New Paltz 
continue to grow as a community praising 
God as we collectively build practices of 
healing, justice, and joy?  
 
Donations can be made online using this 
QR code, by bringing or mailing a 
donation to Redeemer Lutheran Church, 

90 Route 32 South, New Paltz, NY 12561. 
And thank you in advance for helping us 
to “Share Christ’s Welcome.”  
 

 
 

 
 

ONGOING 
 
Worship Incubators 

Mission statement: Developing 
Christ-centered, multi-sensory 
worship opportunities that give 
praise and glory to God.  |  First 
Sunday of each month - 11-1230pm  

 
Free Fresh Food Giveaway  

Volunteers are needed for our Free 
Fresh Food Giveaway every 2nd  

Sunday of the month 

Council Meetings 
Please consider attending, we are 

always looking for more involvement from 
our  

congregation members, old and new 
- all are invited! 
Every 3rd Thursday, 7pm, on Zoom 

 
Chair Yoga with Bonnie Crisci  

Chair Yoga at Redeemer New Paltz 
- Wednesdays at 1:30  
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CommUNITY Spaces’ 2026 - 2027 Business Sponsors 
 

Every week, Redeemer’s CommUNITY Spaces ministry welcomes nonprofits, 
recovery groups, artists, educators, community organizers, entrepreneurs growing 
their business, and neighbors seeking a welcoming and safe place to gather. Through our 
sliding fee scale, we help keep our spaces affordable so that good work can happen right 
here in New Paltz.  Business Sponsorships help make that possible. 
 

Do you own a business, or know someone whose business values community, 
creativity, education, wellness, justice and inclusion? We’re currently seeking sponsors for 
our 2026-2027 CommUNITY Spaces program.  Sponsors help sustain the ministry while 
receiving year-round recognition through our events, communications and community 
outreach.  If someone comes to mind, we’d love an introduction.  Contact Heather Barton, 
Communications Director 255-0051 heather@redeemernewpaltz.org  
 
 

 
 

 
CommUNITY Space’s 2026 Business Sponsors 

We’re currently seeking sponsors for our 2026-2027 CommUNITY Spaces program.  
Sponsors help sustain the ministry while receiving year-round recognition through our 
events, communications and community outreach. Contact Heather Barton, 
Communications Director 255-0051, heather@redeemernewpaltz.org  
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