
MIDWEEK LENTEN VESPERS



DIALOGUE
The assembly stands. A large, lighted candle may be carried to its place. A dialogue may be sung
or spoken, with the assembly echoing the leader.

HYMN OF LIGHT: Arise, Your Light Has Come! (ELW 314)



THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT
The leader and the assembly give thanks. The Thanksgiving may be sung or spoken

(the Thanksgiving for Light continues on the next page)



The assembly is seated.  The service continues with the Psalmody found on the next page.



PSALMODY: All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night (ELW 565)
The Psalmody is sung.

READINGS
The assembly is seated.

The service includes one or more scripture readings. Each reading may be concluded with, “The
word of the Lord.” The assembly responds, “Thanks be to God.”

The reflection may conclude with a scriptural dialogue. When it is sung, the following or a 
similar tone may be used, the assembly echoing the leader.

Jesus said, I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness.



GOSPEL CANTICLE: My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness (ELW 251)
The assembly stands to sing the gospel canticle.



PRAYERS
The assembly kneels or stands. The following litany or another form of the prayers may be sung 
or spoken.



The prayers continue with a prayer from Martin Luther.

We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son, that you have 
graciously protected us today. We ask you to forgive us all our sins, where we have done wrong, 
and graciously to protect us tonight. Into your hands we commend ourselves; our bodies, our 
souls, and all that is ours. Let your holy angels be with us, so that the wicked foe may have no 
power over us. 

Amen. 

A time of silence follows.

LORD’S PRAYER
The Lord’s Prayer is sung or spoken. The leader may introduce the prayer.

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
The service concludes with a blessing offered by the presiding minister.

Let us bless the Lord! Thanks be to God

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep our heart and minds in Christ Jesus. 
Amen.

Almighty God, The Father,+the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us. Amen.
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