The Nativity of Our Lord

Christmas Eve
7:00 PM
Candlelight Worship

GATHERING
If you are joining us for worship online, you are invited to share prayers of joy or concern via
the “chat” feature of Zoom. If you are in person, there are slips of paper and pens on the table in
the entryway. These will be gathered and shared during the Prayers of Intercession later in
worship.
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GATHERING SONG Hark The Herald Angels Sing (ELW 270)
The service continues with gathering song (found on next page).
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GREETING
The presiding minister leads the greeting.
Jesus Christ is the Light of the world! Christ is the Light no darkness can overcome.
At darkest night we gather to celebrate the great light of our salvation. With the heavenly host
we sing, "Glory to God in the highest heaven."
In Christ, God's Word is made flesh and lives among us. With the shepherds, we will tell of the
wonders we have seen and heard.
May the grace and truth of Christ be with you. And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that
here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the
brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
WORD
FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2–7
The reading may be announced:
A reading from Isaiah.
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of
deep darkness — on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased
its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder.
4
For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you
have broken as on the day of Midian. 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the
garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 6For a child has been born for us, a
son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall grow continually, and there
shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the
LORD of hosts will do this.
2

The reading is concluded: The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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CONGREGATIONAL SONG O Little Town of Bethlehem (ELW 279)
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GOSPEL
The assembly is seated.
Our Gospel will be shared through the youth video presentation, "Christ is Born"
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION It Came Upon a Midnight Clear (ELW 282)
The assembly stands as they are able.

CHRISTMAS

PAGE 7

HOMILY
The assembly is seated. Silence for reflection follows the sermon.
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HYMN OF THE DAY: O Come, All Ye Faithful (ELW 283)
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NICENE CREED
The assembly stands as they are able.
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion.
Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and space, let us pray
for the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
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Love proclaims that a Savior has been born to us! Inspire your church throughout the world to
proclaim the good news of Jesus’ birth to all who seek salvation, hope, and new life. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.
Love whispers to a weary world that the time for rest and restoration has come. Maintain healthy
cycles of wake and sleep for all creatures. Where light pollution disrupts natural rhythms,
encourage new practices. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Love cries to a warring world that the time for peace is at hand. Direct those in power who make
decisions on behalf of others, that they nurture and sustain all that is healthy, good, and holy.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Love sings through the wails of a newborn baby. Respond to all who cry out in pain, despair, or
need this night (especially). Bring comfort to those for whom separation, grief, or loss makes the
Christmas season especially difficult.
Be especially with all those we name now: Burt (11/28/21), Jim (11/28/21), Gary (11/14/21),
Jerry (1/10/21), Scott (12/24/20), Marge (8/18/19), Tim (12/18/18), and all our family members
and friends; Give them comfort, reconciliation, and hope. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Love murmurs words of comfort to a newborn child and exhausted parents. Bless new and
expectant parents or caregivers, especially those who are alone or afraid this night. Pour out your
love upon families of every kind. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. Bless
us and these your gifts of time, talents, and finances, which we receive from your bounty that we
might, as good stewards, share them for the feeding, nurture, and healing of the world. Merciful
God, receive our prayer.
God’s ever-present love is proclaimed through the faithful who came before us. We give you
thanks for Mary, John the baptizer, Elizabeth his mother, Joseph the dreamer, and all who point
toward your love (especially). Merciful God, receive our prayer.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION CONCLUSION
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abundant mercy;
through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
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MEAL
GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
(continued on next page...)
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With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.
Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
The presiding minister introduces the Lord’s Prayer.
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
The service continues with Hymn 277 Away in a Manger (found on next page).
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HYMN: AWAY IN A MANGER (ELW 277)
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TABLE BLESSING
The presiding minister offers this post-communion blessing.
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
The assembly is lead in the following prayer after communion.
Let us pray.
Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we have feasted on
your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be your holy people, revealing your
glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
At this time, we ask everyone for whom it is possible to turn down their lights at home and to
turn on their video as they light a candle at home. As we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, we
light these candles at home, knowing that by the power of the Holy Spirit the light of our candles,
gathered in community, reflects the One Light that is Jesus Christ our Savior.
The service continues with a congregational song (found on next page).
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CONGREGATIONAL SONG: SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT! (ELW 281)
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SENDING
BLESSING
The presiding minister proclaims God's blessing.
May Christ, the Sun of righteousness, shine upon you and scatter the darkness from your path.
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
The service continues with the Sending Song (found on next page).
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SENDING SONG: JOY TO THE WORLD (ELW 267)
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DISMISSAL
The assisting minister sends the assembly into mission.
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God.
SHARING OF PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
CHRISTMAS DEDICATIONS
In Loving Memory of
David Andrew ~ Julie Andrew
Malcolm & Edna Walley (parents of Paul, Dorice, and Pamela) ~ Paul C. Walley
Steve Randazzo ~ Stephen Honicki, Tobias Anderson & Family
All my loved ones ~ Virginia LaFalce
Ruth & Martin Feldt and Josh ~ Gwen Feldt
Samantha, Dolores, Don, Tom, and Herb Sr. ~ Herb & Deb Simmerly
In Honor of
Carol Simmerly ~ Herb & Deb Simmerly
In Thanksgiving To God For
Our children & grandchildren ~ Herb & Deb Simmerly

CHRISTMAS

PAGE 19

MISSION NOTES
We are so glad that you are here with us for worship, and invite you to consider other ways to
deepen faith and connect with the Redeemer community and the world around us - to which God
calls us in loving service!
Dismantling Racism
Returning in the new year, Redeemer, New Paltz will continues its series of adult faith formation
(education+spirit/heart/mind/body connecting = faith formation) opportunities in partnership
with the Methodist and Episcopal churches in town.
•

What: First up is a book study centering on "Jesus and the Disinherited" by Howard
Thurman. Addresses issues of racism and justice.

•

Who: Co-taught by Pastor Jennifer Berry (who has now legally changed her name to
Limina Grace Harmon), Pastor Tobias, and YOU!

•

When: Thursdays from 6:30-8pm. Jan. 6, 13.

•

Where: Redeemer’s Zoom room

The new year, like Advent, is a time for fresh beginnings and new starts; a time for renewal; an
especially appropriate time for Redeemer, New Paltz to continue embarking on this ecumenical
collaboration with our Methodist and Episcopal neighbors, and diving into a study that is sure to
stir heart, mind, and soul.
Questions, suggestions? Contact Pastor Tobias at tobias.song@gmail.com or by cell at
845.594.8010. Sneak Peak: Coming up Next in late January is a study on the Book of Ruth!
Sunday, January 9th - Project H.O.P.E. Food Drop-off
In keeping with Redeemer’s mission to “Share Christ’s Welcome,” and in support of our mission
focus area of fighting homelessness/hunger, Project H.O.P.E. is helping FAMILY of New Paltz’s
efforts to provide assistance to those in need.
Here's how you can help. When grocery shopping, consider getting a few extra cans of
vegetables or fruit, jelly, oatmeal, shelf sustainable milk (almond, coconut, or rice milk), eggs
(purchased close to drop-off date) or bars of soap or toiletries (toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant).
Volunteers will be available at Redeemer, from 1-3pm, to accept food donations.
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A Christmas Message From ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton
ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton shares her 2021 Christmas message. This is our second
pandemic Christmas and there's so much that's broken in this world, so much that tells us, “Why
have hope? Just give up.” But we have a hope that's stronger than any of this, stronger even than
death. The hope of God comes in the form of a tiny baby, a helpless child. "May the God of hope
fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the
Holy Spirit."
Watch her video at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iNji__fiYl8
A Christmas Message From Our Synod Bishop Paul Egensteiner
Christmas invites us once again to a new vision which will be our guiding star. It overbalances
the “not yet” with the “already now” of God’s grace and power. It invites us to rejoice against all
odds, knowing that Christ has won the victory… for us! It reminds us that we are not alone, that
we have each other, that we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, and that the baby
whose birth we celebrate today has promised to never leave us or forsake us.
Watch his video at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MvIIqzb9T1I
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