FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings us to life. It is the
relationship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love, that gives
the shepherd authority. The shepherd’s willingness to lay down his life for the sheep shows his
love. First John illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one another by the example of
sharing our wealth with any sibling in need.

GATHERING
The Pastor addresses the assembly
Christ is risen!
The assembly responds
Christ is risen indeed, Alleluia
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as
the presiding minister begins.
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live
in your hearts through faith.
Amen.
The service continues with gathering song, found on the next page.

GATHERING SONG: HALLELUJAH! JESUS LIVES! (ELW 380)

The service continues with prayer of the day, found on the next page.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day.
Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.
O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. Feed
us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
WORD
FIRST READING: Psalm 23
The reading may be announced:
A reading from Psalms.
The LORD| is my shepherd;
I shall not | be in want.
2
The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures
and leads me be- | side still waters.
3
You restore my | soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake.
4
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.
5
You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.
6
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever.
1

The reading is concluded:
The word of the Lord.
The assembly responds:
Thanks be to God.
The service continues with the Gospel acclamation, found on the next page

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL: JOHN 10:11-18
The gospel is announced.
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf
coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them.
13
The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am the good
shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the
Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold.
I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.
17
For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 18No
one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have
power to take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.”
12

The gospel concludes:
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
The assembly is seated. Silence for reflection follows the sermon.
MEDITATION IN MUSIC

APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.
A brief silence.
Loving Shepherd, you know your own and your own know you. Your voice calls us to your
loving embrace. Strengthen your church throughout the world that we bear witness to your
expansive love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Gracious Shepherd, you are generous with the gifts of goodness and mercy. Restore your
creation to wholeness so that cities and towns, countryside and wilderness, may abound with life.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Hope-giving Shepherd, the nations and peoples are your heritage. Place into the hearts of all
leaders and rulers the passion to serve. Crucify any desire to overpower others and give leaders
joy in lifting up the lowly. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Abiding Shepherd, your love flows as we reach out to those around us. Move us with your Spirit,
so that we lay down our lives for those in need (especially). Help us love one another in truth and
action.

Be especially with all those we name now: Jerry (1/10/21), Scott (12/24/20), Marge (8/18/19),
Jean (12/18/18), Tim (12/18/18), and all our family members and friends; Give them comfort,
reconciliation, and hope. Be their help and their shield. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Saving Shepherd, you restore us to wholeness. Help our community in our life together and give
us vigor as a people of faith. In the midst of challenges and opportunities (specific concerns may
be named), fill us anew with you Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. Bless
us and these your gifts of time, talents, and finances, which we receive from your bounty that we
might as good stewards we might share them for the feeding, nurture, and healing of the world.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Eternal Shepherd, you hold us securely in your loving hands. In the assurance of resurrection
hope, we remember our loved ones who have died in you (especially the evangelist Mark). Bring
us, with them, to dwell in your house forever. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION CONCLUSION
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abundant mercy;
through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
MEAL
GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
The presiding minister continues:
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,
and in rising has brought us to eternal life.
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
SANCTUS
“Holy, Holy, Holy” maybe sung.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
The presiding minister continues, using one of the following or another appropriate form.
Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness
to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.
Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.
(continued on next page...)

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.
Send us forth,
burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.
With [ name/s and ] your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God,
blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer.
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words.
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
At this time, the assembly may commune
receiving the bread.
The service continues with the Agnus Dei, found
on the next page.

AGNUS DEI
“Lamb of God” may be sung.

TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
The presiding minister leads the following prayer after communion.
Let us pray.
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness,
water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to
your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our
risen Lord.
Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.
SENDING SONG: GOOD CHRISTIAN FRIENDS, REJOICE AND SING! (ELW 385)

DISMISSAL
The assembly is sent into mission.
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you. Amen.
MISSION NOTES
We are so glad that you are here with us for worship, and invite you to consider other ways to
deepen faith and connect with the Redeemer community and the world around us - to which God
calls us in loving service!
TODAY: Project H.O.P.E. Food Drop-off
Thank you to all who have been helping Redeemer live our mission of “Sharing Christ’s
Welcome,” and supporting of our mission focus area of fighting homelessness/hunger. The
Project H.O.P.E. ministry has been helping to keep FAMILY of New Paltz’s food pantry
stocked. But the need continues, and your help is greatly required.
TODAY, 1-3pm, is our next scheduled food drop-off. Request items are canned vegetables,
shelf-stable milk, like Parmalat milk or evaporated milk, kid’s snacks, like jello packs, pudding
packs, pretzel rods, fruit cups, etc., microwaveable meals, such as mac-n-cheese, spaghettiOs,
mini ravioli's, etc. - individual servings are very helpful – peanut butter, jelly, and regular cereal.
Additionally, hygiene products bars of soap, toothpaste, shampoo, deodorant are also needed.
If you’d like to provide monetary support, Redeemer has a Family of New Paltz fund that you
can contribute to – 100% of all donations will be given to Family. Please consider making at
donation at: https://redeemernewpaltz.org/donate-now.
Special Congregation Meeting: May 2nd
Our boiler which is 7 years past its life expectancy decided to spring a glycol leak during Holy
Week. The estimated cost to repair our aged out system was between $3600 and $8600. Council
has approved proposing to the congregation that a new heating system be purchased. Please join
us on May 2nd, following worship to hear the replacement proposals, discussion of proposals, and
vote.

Easter Continues!
As we continue to celebrate these fifty days of
Easter, some lovely “thank yous” have been
received for Easter flowers and cards delivered
by Redeemer to our eldest community
members, as well as the Easter baskets and
“Sharing the Peace (Lilies)” given out to
families with children and grandchildren and
great nephews/nieces.
Thanks be to God for these and all ways of
connecting. Here are a couple of photos of
what was shared.

Community Fun Night!
•
•
•

When: May 7th, 5:30pm (rain date May 21st)
Where: the back lawn at Redeemer, New Paltz
What: Food (bring your own chair and picnic) and Fun (Led by Rich and Kathy Carroll,
game masters extraordinaire)

•
*Please note that we will continue to observe all CDC COVID-19 guidelines including masking
when moving around and physical distance while sitting.

Worship Forward: Hybrid Worship Begins!
We are calling this “Worship Forward” because we are not going back to worship as we knew it
before the pandemic. Instead, with God’s help we are prayerfully planning our way forward for
the sake of sharing the gospel boldly and authentically through both in person and online
worship!
On Sunday, May 23rd Redeemer, New Paltz will begin Hybrid Worship, with a (hopefully)
outdoor Pentecost worship service at our usual 9am time while also broadcasting via zoom.
Redeemer’s Re-entry Team has been meeting and consulting CDC and Church guidelines and
best practices, and we offer the following notes, which may help us all to be more prepared for
worship in these very different times:
•

•

•

•

•

•

Masks - Need to be worn properly over both mouth and nose by everyone, whether we
are vaccinated or unvaccinated. Masks may be briefly lowered for receiving the bread at
Holy Communion, but must otherwise be kept on throughout the entire time we are
gathered for in person worship.
Singing - CDC guidelines do allow for singing while keeping masks on so that we as a
congregation can sing while masked in person. To support a strong worship experience at
home and in person, our supporting musicians will likely still lead from home, where
they can sing unmasked, and their leadership will be piped through zoom to us via
speaker for the in person worship or at home through our devices.
Communion for Hybrid Worship - Holy Communion will continue to be offered via one
element (pita bread) in person and also remotely. The bread for in person worship will be
prepared by someone masked and gloved and will be distributed by the pastor after the
pastor has sanitized hands and re-donned a mask.
Pastoral Practices During Worship: While Pastor Tobias has been fully vaccinated, he
will be masked during all of worship except for the sermon and when presiding at Holy
Communion. The lay out for seating and for where Pastor Tobias stands will be planned
so as to allow for more than the recommended 12 feet of separation between him and
others present while he is unmasked.
Worship Leadership - we are actively looking for folks to support “Worship Forward” by
serving as online and in person Hospitality Hosts (welcoming and supporting people),
Altar Care (preparing the Communion Bread), as well as technical support (chairs and
equipment set up and break down). We need a small, well-trained and cheerful army of
light to help us move forward in proclaiming the gospel both online and in person.
Wonderful and Bumpy - We fully expect that this move to hybrid worship will be
wonderful as well as messy and full of bumps. So, we will need to muster lots of patience
and lean into God’s grace as we embark on creating Church Forward and Worship
Forward for the sake of sharing the gospel with a hungry world, and building authentic
community together.

Questions and suggestions and offers to step up and step in to serve should be directed to our
Worship Team Chair, Sandra Renner at srenner@hvc.rr.com or Pastor Tobias at
tobias.song@gmail.com.

God’s House at Redeemer - Celebration!
As part of our goal “Not to Leave a Leaky Legacy,” we can celebrate that our plans for tree
removal work around God’s House at Redeemer have been completed. Three large pines have
been taken down, as well as smaller trees pulled back from along the entrance and exit
driveways, all of which will help to keep pine needles from clogging up gutters, as well as let in
much needed sunshine to help dry out the building - especially the Fellowship Hall.
Next up: Having taken down some trees, we would also like to add some smaller spring
flowering trees back into the landscape; trees that will not grow so large, yet add beauty as well
as support our Redeemer EarthCare goals. Stay tuned for more on this!
Supporting Christ’s Mission
We are so glad that you joined us for worship today! Please consider making a one time or
recurring donation in support of our mission to "Share Christ's Welcome" with the world by
following this link (https://redeemernewpaltz.org/donate-now). It's secure, fast, and your
donation will help reach others body, heart, mind, and soul. Thank you!
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