FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the vine. Christ the
vine and we the branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of mutual abiding described in the
gospel and the first letter of John. Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living and life-giving self and
makes us alive with Christ’s life. As the vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We

are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world.



GATHERING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ELW p. 94)
The assembly stands as they are able. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father,

and of the *+ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The presiding minister may lead one of the following or another prayer of preparation.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

One of the following or another confession is prayed.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

The presiding minister announces God’s forgiveness with these or similar words.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with

Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of * Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty
God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through
faith.

Amen.

The service continues with gathering song.



GATHERING SONG: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! (ELW 385)
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Text: Cyril A. Alington, 1872—1955, alt.

Music: GELOBT SEI GOTT, Melchior Vulpius, 1570-1615
Text © 1952, ren. 1980 Hyinns Anciertt & Moder, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




PRAYER OF THE DAY
The assistant minister leads the prayer of the day.
Let us pray.

A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our life in his
resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The assembly is seated.

WORD

FIRST READING: Acts 8:26-40
The reading may be announced:

A reading from Acts.

“An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) “’So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian
eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had
come to Jerusalem to worship “and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the
prophet Isaiah. ““Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” “So Philip ran up to
it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” “'He
replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him.
“Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
“In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
“The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or
about someone else?” “Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to
him the good news about Jesus. *“As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the
eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” *He commanded the
chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized
him. “When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw
him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. “But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing
through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

The reading is concluded:

The word of the Lord.
The assembly responds:

Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 22:25-31
The psalm for the day is spoken in unison.

“From you comes my praise in the | great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who ! fear the LORD.
“The poor shall eat ' and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts ' live forever!
7All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn ! to the LORD;
all the families of nations shall bow ' before God.
“For dominion belongs ' to the LORD,
who rules o- ! ver the nations. R
“Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow ' down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel be- ' fore the LORD.
“Their descendants shall ' serve the LORD,
whom they shall proclaim to genera- ' tions to come.
"They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people ! yet unborn,
saying to them, “The  LORD has acted!” R

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 151)
The assembly stands as they are able to welcome the gospel.
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GOSPEL: John 15:1-8
The gospel is announced.

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] "“T am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. ‘He removes every branch in me that
bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. “You have already been
cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. ‘Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot

bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me.

°T am the vine,

you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you
can do nothing. “Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches
are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 'If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. “My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit

and become my disciples.”



The gospel concludes:

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
The assembly is seated. Silence for reflection follows the sermon.

APOSTLE'S CREED (ELW p. 105)
The assembly stands as they are able. The assistant minister leads the Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The assisting minister leads the intercessory prayers.

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the world, and
all those in need of good news.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church around the world, for all ministers, and for the mission of the gospel. Keep all
the newly baptized and confirmed in your care. Cleanse our hearts with your word and help us to abide
in you always. God of grace, hear our prayer.

For the well-being of the earth and of all created things: for rivers and lakes, streams and estuaries,
melting glaciers and polluted waters (local bodies of water may be named). Renew the face of the earth
and shower us with your goodness. God of grace, hear our prayer.

For the nations and all those in authority: for local, state, and national leaders, for elected representatives
at every level, and for international organizations, that justice and peace may reign. God of grace, hear
our prayer.



For all those in need: for any experiencing homelessness or unemployment, for those fleeing from
oppression or seeking asylum, and for all who are ill or suffering (especially).

Be especially with all those we name now: Maureen (4/28/24), Mila (4/28/24), Simion (3/24/24),
Adelina (3/24/24), Tom (3/24/24), Jerry M. (2/25/24), Jacque (1/28/24), Ann P. (1/21/24), Rich G.
(1/7/24), Jack (12/10/23), Karl B (7/30/23), Kate S. (7/30/23), Pamela (5/28/23), Cindy (5/28/23), Jay
(5/28/23), Lauren (5/28/23), Frieda L. (5/17/23), Paul S. (4/16/23), Gary M. (11/14/21), Tim R.
(12/18/18), and all our family members and friends; Give them comfort, reconciliation, and hope. Be
their help and their shield. Calm all who are facing illness, surgery, or a new diagnosis. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

For this congregation: for the caring ministries of this faith community, for all who visit and minister to
one another, for all who take communion to homes or care centers, and for all who seek to share your
love with the world. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our very
lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our
Savior and Lord. God of grace, hear our prayer.

With thanksgiving for the saints who rest from their labors. Help us, like them, to bear much fruit and to
become your disciples, and at the last, bring us to that heavenly banquet where all will feast together at
your table. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION CONCLUSION

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abundant mercy; through
Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.



MEAL

GREAT THANKSGIVING (ELW p. 152)

DIALOGUE
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE (ELW p. 153)
The presiding minister continues:

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



SANCTUS (ELW p. 153)

“Holy, Holy, Holy” maybe sung.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
The presiding minister continues, using one of the following or another appropriate form.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

(continued on next page).



Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord,;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 154)
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The presiding minister may address the assembly in these or similar words.

Taste and see that the Lord is good.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
At this time, the assembly may commune receiving the bread.



AGNUS DEI (ELW p. 154)

“Lamb of God” may be sung.
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TABLE BLESSING

The assembly stands as they are able. The presiding minister offers a blessing.
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
The assisting minister leads the following prayer after communion.

Let us pray.
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, water to
give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s

resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
The presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing.

Almighty God, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.



SENDING SONG: Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds (ELW 367)
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Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt.
Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Geistliche Kirchengesiinge, Koln, 1623
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hyinnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



DISMISSAL

The assisting minister may send the assembly into mission.
Go in peace. Christ is with you.

Thanks be to God.

PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you. Amen.

MISSION NOTES

We are so glad that you are here with us for worship, and invite you to consider other ways to deepen
faith and connect with the Redeemer community and the world around us - to which God calls us in
loving service!

May 12th - Next Second Sunday Speaker Series

Our next Second Sunday Event, “Reclaiming Christianity,” will take place at Redeemer on May 12th
from 11am-12 noon and feature Pastors Limina Grace, Allison Moore, Tobias Anderson as well as SCC
Chaplain Michelle Ledesma-Baer in conversation about how we as progressive Christians have an
important role in society and the world in cultivating public discussion around current events utilizing
the moral compass of our faith.

Meanwhile, check out these photos from our April Second Sunday Speaker Event, “Black Christians in
New Platz,” hosted at the Methodist Church.




Ambassador Opportunity: CommUNITY Spaces

You, too, can help us build our CommUNITY Spaces hosted
by Redeemer ministry! By remembering this ministry when
you are with friends and family, at work or involved with
other local organizations as a volunteer - and then telling
people about not only the spaces Redeemer has to offer, but
the kind of welcoming, supportive community that desires to
support other people doing good things in the world - you will
join the growing number of “ambassadors” helping us spread
the word about this opportunity.

Recent CommUNITY Spaces hosted by Redeemer events included the African Students Union pageant
and a family party celebrating a first birthday!

To reserve spaces, have people email space@redeemernewpaltz.org.

Do you have questions, ideas, or just want to talk about the CommUNITY Spaces ministry a bit more?
Please reach out to pastor Tobias at tobias.song@gmail.com or deacon.bill@redeemernewpaltz.org.

Thanks in advance for your efforts!

Clean Up Days!

Thanks to everyone who came out so far to help clean up around Redeemer. Leaves have been raked and
door mats cleaned and gardens weeded and mulched - helping to make the church look beautiful and
inviting, as well as nurturing our growing pollinator habitat and supporting God’s good green earth and
the creatures who live in it!

We’ll be back out this Saturday, April 27th (rain date May 4th) so please come out and join the fun and
satisfaction of getting a job well done. If you cannot make this Saturday, we can get help you come in on
another day to help out.

For more information, contact our Property Chair, Erich Markert at property@redeemernewpaltz.org.

And thanks again!
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Trauma-Responsive & Resilience Informed Care Training
Tuesday, May 21* & Thursday, May 23", 9am - 1pm
Redeemer Church, 90 Rt 32 In New Paltz

This training provides foundational knowledge on the effects of toxix stress, trauma, and adversity on
health and well-being. Additionally, this training explores the interconnectedness of racism and trauma.
Understanding that racism is trauma and should be treated as such in any trauma-responsive care
framework is a key component.

Registration required by 5/15/24. Take advantage of this free training. Email Phoenix at:
pkawamoto@townofnewpaltz.org
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